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BELIEVING IN GOD’S PLAN The life of Joseph Genesis 37-50

Does our belief system work even when thirggsdgfficult? When our plans meet a dead end, or a
loved one dies, or our health fails, or our husbaatks out on us, does our faith work? What weéehvel
is only as good as how we act when its integrifgusto the test. When our journey takes twists an
turns that we would never have anticipated or ptainhow do we respond? We really don’t know unt
we get there.

Joseph had the blessing of finding out just Btrong his faith was. Wherever life carried himo
slavery, into temptation, into prison, into autyrand into reconciliation, his reliance on tharnd of
God carried him through. When reunited with thetters who had been violently jealous of him, He t
them, as well as us, the reason he had been apé&rdevere through so many trials with his intggaid
faith intact. He said to them,

“You intended to harm me, but God intended it for good to accomplish what is now being done,
the saving of many lives.” Gen. 50:20

Because of Joseph, the tiny band of Israelitere able to spend the next 400 years in a coabon
relative safety in Egypt where they multiplied dvetame a nation so large in number that even the
mighty Egyptians began to feel threatened by th&ud had a plan for His chosen people. Do yolkth
that Joseph could see this destination from thibyobf the pit that his brothers had put him inynile
walking behind a camel in route to slavery in EQypt

in

What about while he was sitting forgotten in a fail something that he hadn’t done?

What was it that enabled Joseph to trust in a roigiger than he could see?

What helps you have that kind of trust in God’seseign plan?

The Comfort Zone

| used to have a comfort zone where | knew | wotlfdil,
The same four walls and busywork were really mikejhil. | v
| longed so much to do the things I'd never donfeiee $ 0"

But | stayed inside my comfort zone and paced #meesold floor 0

| said it didn’t matter that | wasn’t doing much;

| said | didn’t care for things like flying high drsuch.

| claimed to be so busy with the things down inzbae,
But deep inside | longed for what the Bible’s shown

| couldn’t let my life go by just watching othersas

| held my breath, took the plunge and finally rezatifor more

| took a step and, with new strength I'd never lbefore,

| kissed my comfort zone goodbye and closed arkkeldthe door.

If you're in a comfort zone, afraid to venture out,
Remember that all winners were at one time fillethwoubt.
A step or two and humbleness can make God’'s witietrue,
Take a risk; get out of the nest, God is thereytar!

Author: Unknowi
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Across
2 Jesus desires mercy instead of this 9:13
9)
6 Jesus slept through one 8:24 (5)
7 atax collector 9:9 (7)
9 Jesus ate with them 9:10 (7)
10 take this out of your own eye first 7:5 (5)
13 must do the Father's to enter the kingdom
of heaven 7:21 (4)
14 the men who lay hold of the kingdom of
heaven 11:12 (8)
16 where the tree that doesn't bear good fruit
ends up 7:19 (4)
17 what we will get because of Jesus 10:22
(4)
18 will be acquitted or condemned by these
12:37 (5)

Down
1 you will receive according to this 9:29 (5)
2 what Jesus came to bring 10:34 (5)
3 what Jesus felt toward the crowds 9:36 (10)
4 believed that Jesus could heal his servant 8:8 (9)
5 whoever does will find 7:8 (5)
7 speaks out of the overflow of the heart 12:34 (5)
8 Jesus promises this when we come to Him 11:28
(4)
11 those who lose this will find it 10:39 (4)
12 what Jesus did to the man with leprosy 8:3 (7)
13 the disciples were like sheep among these 10:16
(6)
15 the house that can withstand the storm is built o
this 7:24-27 (4)
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